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Executive summary  

 
1. The SPCB is invited to consider a complaint regarding the use of parliamentary 

resources by Miles Briggs MSP. 
 

Issues and Options 

 
2. A complaint was received on 10th March 2021 which raised concerns about some 

of the content in an email, redacted version attached as Annex A, issued on 
behalf of Mr Briggs by a member of his staff in response to a constituent query. 
The concern was specifically in relation to the following sentence which the 
complainant felt was party political in nature and contained a clear campaign 
message.  The sentence was: 

 
“Ultimately, the SNP Government’s main priority is another divisive 
independence referendum this year rather than our young people’s education. 
That is why it is so important to stop an SNP majority in May and get the 
Scottish Parliament 100% focused on rebuilding Scotland from this crisis.” 

 
3. Under Section 7 of the Code of Conduct Members must abide by the rules of the 

Reimbursement of Members’ Expenses Scheme and the policies of the SPCB.  
The SPCB’s policies on the use of parliamentary resources and the Scheme 
state that parliamentary resources must not be used for party political purposes 
or for political campaigning. 

 
4. The Allowances Office has looked into the matter and can confirm that the email 

was issued by the Member’s member of staff and did contain the information 
detailed above.  Mr Briggs has apologised for this and advised that it has been 
included in error due to the pressure staff are under to respond to constituents 
and that the information had been copied incorrectly from another email sent to 
Mr Briggs and pasted into this one.  This assertion could be backed up in part by 
the text being in a different font to the rest of the email. 

 
5. The SPCB will wish to note that whilst parliamentary resources and a small 

amount of staff time paid for from the Members’ Expenses Scheme were used to 
respond to the email the majority of the email is a legitimate use of parliamentary 



resources.  Therefore it is only 2 lines of the email that could be considered to be 
in breach.  The SPCB will wish to note that as the cost is so small it is not 
possible to determine the costs associated with the issuing of the email or the 2 
lines within it. 

 
6. The SPCB is invited to determine whether a breach has occurred, and if so, 

whether they wish to take any action on the matter.  
 

7. Given the limited financial implications, we suggest that a course of action would 
be for the Presiding Officer to write to the Member seeking assurances that this 
will not happen again. We would also suggest that this paper is published 
(alongside other SPCB papers) on the website this week. The SPCB will be aware 
that we would normally publish papers following a meeting of the SPCB, but that it 
is unlikely there will be another meeting this session. 

 

Governance issues 

 
8. The Reimbursement of Members’ Expenses Scheme and the SPCB’s policies on 

use of parliamentary resoures state that parliamentary resources must not be 
used for party political purposes or for political campaigning. 
 

Resource Implications 

9. Any cost to parliamentary resources would be incalculable due the small amount. 
 

Publication Scheme 

10. This paper can be published in accordance with the SPCB’s Publication Scheme. 
 

Next steps 

11. To inform the Member and the complainant of the SPCB decision. 
 

Decision 

 

12. The SPCB is invited to consider the complaint and if it considers a breach has 
occurred, agree that: 
 

• The Presiding Officer, on behalf of the SPCB, writes to Mr Briggs seeking 
his assurances this will not happen again; and 

 

• this paper is published on the website this week. 

 

 
Allowances Office 
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